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Scottsdale, Ariz., welcomed the opportunity to design a
contemporary house with a major focus on straight lines

This home in Carefree, Ariz., is 300 It. long and 15 designed
o exaggerate its length. “It felt nght and aesthetically pleasing to
exaggerate,” Sever says. “l quickly found out that long, straight
lines are difficult 10 achieve. The house includes a wood-framed
roof clad with metal, When working in a string line of over 140
It. in the same plane, it's difficult w get o different locabions
However, the result is stunming,”

The appearance of the house i1s achieved with two triangle
sections next o each other One triangle 15 the public area and
the other is the private area. All the materials in the home reflect
this type of triangle geometry. “The door casing and countenop
edge detailing reflect this design The door jambs actually come
o a point.”

Buill on the northeast ~;I-;J|_'|e_1 of Black Mountain. Sever took
into account the effect the movernent of the sun would have
on the house, “The whole geometry of the house is designed (o
track the sun, o let it in when it’s wanied, and o block it oul
when it's not wanted,” Sever says “There are two south-facing
Patios (o attract the sun,”

Blending in
Sitting on Hat land at the oot of a mountain, the house can
be seen from far away. This fueled Sever’s desire 1o design the
house so it s in with its surroundings. A strong connection o
the site was paramount,” Sever adds. “The roof and window
frame colors match the surrounding areas, for example.”
People who admire the sie might think it is a hazard o leave
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= boulders on the site, posing dangers Irom rolhing or falling sever 15 proud of this house, from the solar ahgnment, elabo-
1 Sever says he ran safety tests for this reason “Every person ration of is length to its blending in with the surrounding area
ks at thus house asks if the boulders are going o roll 'It's buih for permanence.” Sever says D
v the hill We had a few locations of hard dig wherne
= had to use a hoe ram which shook the sie and it
't move the boulders. These boulders are the exact
wson to develop this property,” Sever adds
Amenities include an exght-car garage with air cond-
ung and porcelain tle, chlorine-free swimming pool
1a fireplace The fireplace cost more than 5100.000
1 ook plenty of engineenng to make it a realry
he hreplace & on the second floor above the
rage It 15 of masonry and steel construction, sup-

are everywhere

ted by three steel beams that are covered with a
el plate. The masonry reinforcng was welded (o
the steel plate,” Sever says “It 15 constructed of
three masonry columns that support the steel
framing. The damper was cul apan and rebuult
tor follow the geametry of the fireplace ™

The house blends nicaly into its surroundings
{left). The boulders abowve it were tested and
showld not rall down the mountain.




