This three-sided
'Fireph;u;e also func-
tions as a room
divider, separating
the home office from
the rest of the master
suite in @ Contempo-
rary Arizona home.
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Innovative fireplace designs fan the flames

What is it about fire that is so engaging?

The ancient Greeks listed fire as one
of the world’s main elements. Chinese
philosophers also gave that honor to fire.
And voday, we cherish fireplaces tor their
warmth, usefulness and—yes— for bring-
INg rmance oo overy ol Ay h"-‘l'

Architect Mark Sever inc orporates fire
places in almost every house his compa-

ny designs. “It's one of our trademarks,”

Sever says. “There's something really cool
about a fireplace. Typically, we put in five
or six: one in the master bedroom, onc
in the master bath, another in the family
room, and fire pih‘ inside and outside.”
Examples of Sever's work include a
flaming wok pot set on a ledge that juts
into a I\»:1.:';1'r:|'|rrLi1'|§__l_ pnuL and a monumen-
tal stacked-concrete-block fireplace cen-
tered on a wood plank floor. Sever also has
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Above: A narrow rectangular fire pit with stone surround divides a spa and seat-
ing area at a Peter Magee-designed house in Scottsdale. Below: Architect James
Kottke worked with interior designer/homeowner Debbie Bloy to create this cut-out
fireplace between o master bedroom and bath.
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designed a 48-foot-long “wall of fire” paral-
lel to an outdoor pool in San Diego. One
of his most recent creations is a concrete
and steel fireplace with a wood shroud that
covers the outside of the structure and
functions as a room divider. “Fireplaces
are a big deal with us. I sugpest them any
chance I get,” he says.

Interior designer Debbie Bloy exempli-
fies the homeowner who enjoys multiple
fireplaces. She has three, all designed by
Arizona architect James Kottke. The',r
were added when she remodeled her 1960s-
era townhouse last vear. One, a two-sided
fireplace, contains “clear ice-cube chipped
glass.” Built between the master bedroom
and bath, it can be viewed from both areas.

Another stands in the living room and
reaches to the ceiling. It fearures a sur-
round faced with glass mosaic tiles. A third,
located at eye level in her home office, is
tilled with clear glass chips.

*“It’s a mood thing. It's very calming,” Bloy
says of a fireplace. She also cites the practical
gain. “l often turn it on in the bedroom in
the moming to warm up the room.”

The newest fireplace designs .l.re shiow-
stoppers. Some examples include: a 2-foot-
sequare stainless steel-framed glass firebox
floating in a living room window wall; a
gas-tueled fireplace built into an enter-
tainment center; and outdoor fire pits in
which flames dance across amethyst-col-
ored bits of glass.
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Clockwise from top left: Perfect for
a small spoace, this brushed-stainless
steel gas fireplace is recessed into a
wall at table level, m This corner Fire-
place in the great room of o Scotts-
dale home features an elongated

opening. » Landscape designer Troy

Bankord created a pair of raised stain-

ess steel fire pits near the pool area

of a Phoenix heme.

¢ home. Emotion
ally, it still plays thar role.”

foot-tal she designed in a2 Flag
taff. Anz. home that terminates at the
nd of a long serpentine wall. The fireplace
setting includes bult-in seating and over
head clerestory windows that cast direct

;I.gl!r. onto the hearth, * The owner wanted
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cinnal Roberr Marlatt, When the casino cl He locates them near seating and
opened in 1989, the spectacular plumes  fuels them by propane or natural gas
of smoke and fire from a mock volcano  depending on whether a natural gas line

shot 100 feet above the water and cap s handv, “I think of fireplaces as a desig

tured the public's imagination clement and not just as a place to keep
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and pits filled with chunks of glass or lava Vrchatect Grordon Kogers also sees hire

rock In a p ikl desien. Still another con laces as more than heat sources. In on
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