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Sever Design Group Architects

Premier Architectural Services and So Much More

By Russ J. Stacey

When he was a kid, Mark Sever, AIA, not {:lnl:.' labored on his
uncle’s South Dakota farm during summer breaks, but he also
worked construction for his father, who was a contractor, It served

the budding architect well as a proving ground,

EVeTY year, but 1 realized that Eili‘:tl::.'lv wasn't for me. Buih]ing
:|u'|'i|'|itu|}' was, l;huugh_ | a.lv.';_t}':: wanted to be an architect, and
I've stayed locused on becoming the best one [ can be since then,”
I-"-.i']m':l.tin_g to Arizona in 1984, he founded Sever Diesign Group
Architects, prirna ril}' an architectural hrm, but much more, tha
focuses on high-end custom houses, in 1991,

“I realize that cliemts demand a high level of service because this

is a huge commitment on their part, regardless of how much money

they may have. This is their dream home and it should be a dream
project and a dream e wedure all the way I.]H'l.ﬂ.lgh. That s » i‘l}' I
.'I.l'n.'l.'.]?."-i I'IHFH" | exceed ex pectations with the services we o ide.”

Deescribing his style as site-specihic rather than narrowing it to
L |1.1r!.i{'u]dr school such as modern or traditional :|1.-.-igr|, Sever
savs he tries to coax the sites into ln:l]ing him what to do with them.
He never does the same house twice, either.

“With CVETY stroke of the pen, I'm a|‘w3:.':-= trying to reach for
that undeniable :]u.]lil}' and timeless aesthetic, It's paramount Lo
everything that [ do, so there's definitely a high level of fit and fin-
ish in our Ilﬂ:il'l'l.‘i-“

]Emhr;u'ing new tﬂ'hn:ﬂng:':*.u. has alwavs been crucial to expand

ing the company's scope and capabilities. For instance, when Sever

The contemporary design of this home is kept warm with natural materials, soft furnishings and custom features that show off the owner’s
interests. Display space for art and the aguarium looks effortless thanks to the many design and coerdination meetings that took place in the

design phase.
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Modern comfort prevails in this master suite with its custom bed, headboard and incredible views. The connection of this room to its
surroundings shows just how important site-specific design is.

The gourmet kKitchen of this house provides for easy living. The use of durable and natural materials on all surfaces and technologically savwy
appliances make the kitchen low maintenance and user friendly.
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The dynamic lines of this desert house were a design and construction feat in themselves. The crisp and precise modern look takes immense
coardination to achieve.

nrst oot into the busineus, he was trained to deaw by hamd I'hat’s inlormation mu llll.'lill'.'_ |:|=.|'|||I| i, the firm is « .'|‘::-.||l|-.' o |"['I"'-'-'|'I'.ill._'
a rarity for him these days. Modeling he prefers that term -1 mosdels of a design from beginning 1o end,
over “drafting” on Revit, a soltware program that’s a building “In the old davs, we used 1o do evervihing by hand or in the

HII!IIFII.Ill. | hich was just a I.III'I||.|'|.||I. I

. : kb i : o .
This house has an incredibly unigue setting in the boulders, and efforts were made to capture aided ‘l""'“"_d tool, draw g lines, are

that energy on the interior. Custom details were implemented with natural materials, the rock and] circles that |1-1|:-|1c'r11't| to be electronic

sculptures from a local gallery and an unconventionally open woodwork fireplace screen. toctead of paper, Mhere wasn't a whole Lot

.

i

ol ||-.|;L-|||;_1_~-n-:u-_ Every project that 1 now
el :_:_-il.u_ s me a database like an Outlook
program. So, as | draw, | can actually use
the software to do |un:_::|-1 s in construction
5 ]1n|u|in_g. [t'll show all the issues we'll
lace with the projec £

Adopting modern tools has other ad
vantages, like creating an unprecedentes
collaborative experience, centralizing
data and even helping the planet. Sind
many of Sever EJ-.-ul:__rn Liroup Architects
clients live out of state, access to thi
home s devel el is an obwics concet
Another soltware program ;_"i'-r.n clients
147 Web-hazed acoess to all that informa

tion. From very early on, they re able to se
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progress, ]ahnlun, images, |i|'.'|1.'-.in;__::.-, draw
reguests anl IMOney spent that's |:|n'ah'i| in
the virtual hle room, It gives clients a clear
picture, and they re able to access it at their
own pace and leisure. Plus, those time
comsuming week by meet ings manidatory for
updating all parties are eliminated.

That same program also allovws Sever to
pursue his commitment to converting his
ofhce to |'u.-l|1.;; as |'.n.1|1u'|'|-.~.~=-. as wsible, *1
know that s an CRX Y TN 1 the contract
in; i!1l|u.-'l1':~1“ he savs, *but we 1|'L||}. have
reduced our paper trail by 80% or 90%"

With the interior :lrﬂig]l praclice I.Lkiny_
-e:uﬂ, Sever |'|._'|!i|,'~. hizan i|'|. il }]ihill'ﬁlgr'll.'l'._ Alice
Brown, “l have I'l.'.I“:l. :,_uml| sUpCTinten lents,
project managers and a comroller in the of
hice, but for the most part, 1'd say that Alice
and | are the c'rlm|u:||}":- core team.

“What's reallv nice about it is we're able to do things from start
to hinish, and I'm part of that so | can incorporat the client's ideas
into their interiors,” Brown L--;|1-|.1||'|-: “It s all one How, and we work
well 'Iup-l]wr just bound ing ileas around. So, in the end | believe
the client gets a better project because it's a lot easier for them to
have one othce to coordinate 1'1|'I"-||11I=f_,3."

A licensed gﬂ.-m-r.ﬂ contractor in addition to |"L'ilig amember of the
American Institute of Architects, Mark Sever also builds for other
architects, :_;:'m*r.ﬂ contractors and pring a'p.ﬂ'-u ‘ IF'p-TI whuction builders,

| gel to do their custom houses, so | take that as a prety |1i'if
n:ln;ﬂillu'u[. A lot of [H'n|:|]-.' teel that architects arc S wed 1o
be this f,_grrn-r.ﬂ practitioner, able 1o quarlvrh.u k many 1||i||:.__1_*~ and
do all 1_-L|u-u|1 ||[|i_|-:“|'|f_1-._ | don't think in todav’s world that's a lair

statement., We necd to praciice on those building t pes bw working

=

The butterfly roof geometry of this house mimics its site while allowing for incredible views

and abundant natural light throughout.

This home grows from its site using the stone at its perimeters as a strong connection; the
radial geometry follows the hillside with not an inch to spare in its height restriction.

for other architects who have mastered that tj-l‘-ll'."

Peering into the crystal ball, Sever sees his hrm increasing the
applications w ithin his discipline in the future, "1 specialize in one
building tvpe, and that is irl'ntllljn|1iq'.'|| unigue Custom hnll:-in_l,h_[, but
within that one type we have expanded our locus and gotten into
doing interior design, the _erlh-l':nl contracting of the project and
even the subcontracting entities as well, So, 1 see us In.‘n}hr add
ing additional trades under our own license, It would also be Yy
dream 1o push more toward the more prefabric ated house and try
to climinate all the waste that LT indor constrect ion |Jr~|:-'p'4.'1~=.“

Sustainable Iil.'h-i:;fll and build 1.I-."i.'|'lllii|l.li.'=~ are 1tﬂt|llr1f_,_=' T W
for Sever, who has .1]:|J|i:'d those '|:ll'ill-i.'i|1|.'l.'!'- to his houses
“since 4L-|_'. one.” He's been a member of the Green Huih]i:ly_
|'|'|r;r-||1| in Scottsdale since its inceplion, as an arg hitect
and as a -Es'q-m'rn.l contractor.

“Fowr L'x.J|!||:li-.'. whien you build a wood
house, there are typically lour huge dump
sters going away in w asted lumber., That
shouldn't happen. And so 1':||'|_'t on, | started
my own .-tm-]-Fr.L:lni:llg company just so |
could build my homes with steel. | prefer
|Jl|i|:li|1; with masonry, concrete and steel
because | want the materials in the house
to outlast the m rigage.

“In the end, we're an architect-led
Eli'!-ii_k_[ll..-" build hirm with 1"-|.'1'fn1|‘|i11:_H-’ under
one roof, We're soup Lo nuts. [ like to
think that I've tailored my business over
the vears to be what I would say is the
I|.I|Iii|'|'|.‘|‘|:|.' STV T |~_.||_..”-H_-|.-5_"

For more informartion abowr Sever Deagn Group

Irchitects, please call (480 5960040 or visn

[ARLLE T I.'J'ILII."I'h'Ir' corm, W
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